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Management of Dislodged Gastrostomy 
Tubes Procedure 

For Medical/Nursing Staff – Contact Details 

RIE: Nutrition Nurse Specialist Mon-Thurs 
8am-4pm.  Tel  0131 242 3635  

WGH: Nutrition Nurse Specialist      
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm Tel 0131 537 3695 

SJH: Mon-Fri  9am-5pm - bleep 3052  
or GI REG  9am–5pm.  Tel  01506 523 000 

AFTER 4pm contact GI REG (RIE) 0131 536 1000 

GI REG (WGH)  Tel 031 537 0000  4 pm-9pm 

Community Enteral Nutrition Team (CENT) – 
0131 536 7848 (or 57848 if dialling internally) 

Management Procedure 

YES 

SUCCESSFUL REINSERTION 

TUBE POSITION CONFIRMED 

IS THE DISLODGED TUBE THE INITIAL 

GASTROSTOMY TUBE? 
NO 

OR 

YES 

Tract < 28  days 

NNS / Radiologist / GI registrar ONLY 

Attempt to reinsert replacement tube* with 

caution. Confirm position by TUBOGRAM 

* The tube may have to go down one size

Reinsert replacement gastrostomy tube 

with caution* Can only be replaced by 

staff who are  competent in the 

procedure 

Confirm position by gastric pH < 5.5 

* The tube may have to go down one size

Tract >28 days  

Can be replaced by anyone who is competent in the 

procedure. Confirm position by gastric pH < 5.5  

* May have to go down one size

If unable to insert gastrostomy 

tube, try NG tube to keep tract 

open. Do not use! 

* May have to go down one 

size

Tube can be used. Discharge patient (if outpatient). 

Inform NNS and CENT of patient's attendance  

* May have to go down one size

Contact NNS/Radiologist or GI 

REG to arrange reinsertion  

* May have to go down one 

size

DO NOT USE TUBE OR DISCHARGE THE PATIENT UNTIL POSITION IS CONFIRMED AND 

DOCUMENTED. 

* May have to go down one size
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